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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
Mission StatementMission Statement

•• The Border Area Coalition is dedicated to resolve The Border Area Coalition is dedicated to resolve 
800 MHz interference issues within the Canadian 800 MHz interference issues within the Canadian 
and Mexican border areas in conjunction with and Mexican border areas in conjunction with 
solving 800 MHz interference issues throughout solving 800 MHz interference issues throughout 
the United Statesthe United States
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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition

•• City of San Diego, CACity of San Diego, CA
•• Consumers Energy Company, MIConsumers Energy Company, MI
•• DaimlerDaimler--Chrysler, MIChrysler, MI
•• Pinnacle West Capital Corporation, AZPinnacle West Capital Corporation, AZ

(Arizona Public Service Company)(Arizona Public Service Company)

•• San Diego, Imperial County, CASan Diego, Imperial County, CA
•• Snohomish County, WASnohomish County, WA
•• The Boeing Company, WAThe Boeing Company, WA
•• Wiztronics, WAWiztronics, WA

Representation from All SectorsRepresentation from All Sectors
–– Public SafetyPublic Safety
–– Private RadioPrivate Radio
–– UtilitiesUtilities
–– State & Local GovernmentState & Local Government

57,920 Transceivers,57,920 Transceivers,
using 872 Channels (pairs),using 872 Channels (pairs),

Covering 168,272 Square MilesCovering 168,272 Square Miles
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•• Recommend 800 MHz border area solutions using Recommend 800 MHz border area solutions using 
technical and other measures that clearly solve all technical and other measures that clearly solve all 
interference and spectrum allocation issues in border interference and spectrum allocation issues in border 
areas with:areas with:
ØØCompensation arrangements acceptable to all involved partiesCompensation arrangements acceptable to all involved parties
ØØThe least disruption to all current licenseesThe least disruption to all current licensees
ØØA “Do No Harm Policy” for current 800 MHz licensees in A “Do No Harm Policy” for current 800 MHz licensees in 

border areasborder areas

Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
GoalGoal
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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
ConcernConcern

•• Proposals submitted to date for solving the 800 MHz Proposals submitted to date for solving the 800 MHz 
Public Safety Interference Issue Public Safety Interference Issue have not adequately have not adequately 
addressed border areasaddressed border areas
ØØOriginal Original ““ConsensusConsensus”” Proposal did not address border areas, Proposal did not address border areas, 

claiming only claiming only ““existing proportionateexisting proportionate……allocationsallocations……will be will be 
maintainedmaintained””
ØØOther border area proposals to date are inadequate and do Other border area proposals to date are inadequate and do 

not present proportionate spectrum for current licenseesnot present proportionate spectrum for current licensees
ØØ Proposals to date do not address contiguous, interoperable, Proposals to date do not address contiguous, interoperable, 

mutual aid channel allocationsmutual aid channel allocations
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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
ConcernConcern

•• Proposals submitted to date do not adequately address Proposals submitted to date do not adequately address 
the issues involved in renegotiation of bilateral the issues involved in renegotiation of bilateral 
agreements foragreements for border areasborder areas
ØØBilateral coordination agreements often only make available to Bilateral coordination agreements often only make available to 

U.S. licensees half the spectrum in the 800 MHz bandU.S. licensees half the spectrum in the 800 MHz band
ØØReRe--banding could violate agreements by moving U.S. licensees banding could violate agreements by moving U.S. licensees 

(including Public Safety licensees) to non(including Public Safety licensees) to non--U.S. channelsU.S. channels
ØØEven if Canada and/or Mexico agree to revise agreements, Even if Canada and/or Mexico agree to revise agreements, 

negotiations could be lengthy, delaying implementation of negotiations could be lengthy, delaying implementation of 
interference solutionsinterference solutions
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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
Recommendation 1Recommendation 1

•• Preferred approach would be a solution that resolves Preferred approach would be a solution that resolves 
interference in the entire U.S., including the border interference in the entire U.S., including the border 
areas, simultaneouslyareas, simultaneously
ØØMutual aid within and outside border areas for Public Safety Mutual aid within and outside border areas for Public Safety 

users requires common radios and spectrum allocationsusers requires common radios and spectrum allocations
ØØAdopting a solution in only parts of U.S. may make it more Adopting a solution in only parts of U.S. may make it more 

difficult to implement some proposalsdifficult to implement some proposals
ØØ Partial national implementation could delay redesign of Partial national implementation could delay redesign of 

Public Safety receivers to reject interference from other usersPublic Safety receivers to reject interference from other users
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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
Recommendation 2Recommendation 2

•• Develop solutions for specific border areas that are Develop solutions for specific border areas that are 
compatible with U.S./Canadian and U.S./Mexican compatible with U.S./Canadian and U.S./Mexican 
bilateral agreementsbilateral agreements
ØØAvoids “global” rebanding of border areas by resolving all Avoids “global” rebanding of border areas by resolving all 

Public Safety interference issues with minimal rePublic Safety interference issues with minimal re--tuning and tuning and 
rere--equipping of Public Safety, B/ILT and other incumbentsequipping of Public Safety, B/ILT and other incumbents
ØØ Seeks regional optimality by reassigning frequencies only Seeks regional optimality by reassigning frequencies only 

when necessary to resolve Public Safety interference issueswhen necessary to resolve Public Safety interference issues
ØØAllows flexibility in assignment of “green spectrum” that can Allows flexibility in assignment of “green spectrum” that can 

be used for transition to resolve Public Safety interferencebe used for transition to resolve Public Safety interference
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•• If required, renegotiate U.S./Canadian and If required, renegotiate U.S./Canadian and 
U.S./Mexican bilateral agreements prior to implementing U.S./Mexican bilateral agreements prior to implementing 
any 800 MHz rebanding planany 800 MHz rebanding plan
ØØUse of Canadian or Mexican channels in the U.S. should be Use of Canadian or Mexican channels in the U.S. should be 

permitted only on a nonpermitted only on a non--interference basis following public interference basis following public 
notice and coordinationnotice and coordination
ØØEliminate offset channel requirement within the Mexican Eliminate offset channel requirement within the Mexican 

border zoneborder zone
ØØDevelop a channel plan in border areas that insures that Develop a channel plan in border areas that insures that 

channel and cochannel and co--channel uses are compatible on both sides of channel uses are compatible on both sides of 
the border and border zonesthe border and border zones
ØØRevise border zone operational standards by applying emission Revise border zone operational standards by applying emission 

level limits at the borderlevel limits at the border

Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
Recommendation 3Recommendation 3
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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
Recommendation 4Recommendation 4

•• Border area licensees must be permitted to continue to Border area licensees must be permitted to continue to 
use current channel assignments on a primary basis use current channel assignments on a primary basis 
during any bilateral renegotiation process, including during any bilateral renegotiation process, including 
channel assignments secured through waiverchannel assignments secured through waiver
ØØAs an interim solution, focus on resolving harmful interference As an interim solution, focus on resolving harmful interference 

rather than wholesale rerather than wholesale re--bandingbanding
ØØ Interference should be, and often could be, eliminated using Interference should be, and often could be, eliminated using 

technical solutions and discrete frequency reassignments technical solutions and discrete frequency reassignments 
crafted by frequency coordinators and affected partiescrafted by frequency coordinators and affected parties
ØØThe FCC should actively enforce existing rules for resolving The FCC should actively enforce existing rules for resolving 

interference and should intervene to address complaints of interference and should intervene to address complaints of 
unabated and continued interferenceunabated and continued interference
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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
Recommendation 5Recommendation 5

•• The Commission should adopt technical solutions that The Commission should adopt technical solutions that 
address all 800 MHz interference issuesaddress all 800 MHz interference issues
ØØTransmitters should be installed pursuant to OEM Transmitters should be installed pursuant to OEM 

recommendations using combiners with bandrecommendations using combiners with band--pass/tunable pass/tunable 
cavities designed to minimize noise where appropriatecavities designed to minimize noise where appropriate
ØØEliminate use of wideEliminate use of wide--band hybrid type combiners where  band hybrid type combiners where  

technology is known to contribute to interference problemstechnology is known to contribute to interference problems
ØØRequire that all proposed low level site installations be Require that all proposed low level site installations be 

coordinated and documented to allow database searches to coordinated and documented to allow database searches to 
be performed to aid in interference investigationbe performed to aid in interference investigation
ØØRegulate outRegulate out--ofof--channel emission specifications at low level channel emission specifications at low level 

sitessites
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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
Recommendation 6Recommendation 6

•• Encourage local planning (land use) and other solutions Encourage local planning (land use) and other solutions 
that protect Public Safety agencies and Critical that protect Public Safety agencies and Critical 
Infrastructure Industries from the effects of low level Infrastructure Industries from the effects of low level 
transmitter site interferencetransmitter site interference
ØØ Provide standards that are flexible enough not to restrict Provide standards that are flexible enough not to restrict 

SMR and B/ILT system operators but protect Public Safety SMR and B/ILT system operators but protect Public Safety 
from harmful interferencefrom harmful interference
ØØRequire interfering parties to provide Public Safety agencies Require interfering parties to provide Public Safety agencies 

with enhanced coverage to overcome harmful interference on with enhanced coverage to overcome harmful interference on 
a selective basisa selective basis
ØØ Insure that coordination rules take into account possible Insure that coordination rules take into account possible 

impacts to Public Safety agenciesimpacts to Public Safety agencies
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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
Recommendation 7Recommendation 7

•• Promote creation of, and provide expert support for, Promote creation of, and provide expert support for, 
International Working Groups along the U.S./Canadian International Working Groups along the U.S./Canadian 
and U.S./Mexican borders to:and U.S./Mexican borders to:
ØØ Provide mechanism for resolution of interference issues, Provide mechanism for resolution of interference issues, 

improve frequency coordination, review requests for waivers improve frequency coordination, review requests for waivers 
and other special circumstances and insure that quick and other special circumstances and insure that quick 
resolutions are provided for identified issuesresolutions are provided for identified issues
ØØ Such International Working Groups already exist in some Such International Working Groups already exist in some 

border areas (such as border areas (such as Region 5 Region 5 –– Seattle/Puget Sound) and Seattle/Puget Sound) and 
have proven to be very effectivehave proven to be very effective
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Border Area CoalitionBorder Area Coalition
ConclusionConclusion

•• The FCC should first attempt to solve the 800 MHz The FCC should first attempt to solve the 800 MHz 
interference problem with a single, nationwide solutioninterference problem with a single, nationwide solution

•• Serious consideration should be given to those Serious consideration should be given to those 
proposals and solutions that solve the 800 MHz proposals and solutions that solve the 800 MHz 
interference problem interference problem withoutwithout having to renegotiate having to renegotiate 
bilateral agreements with Canada and/or Mexico and bilateral agreements with Canada and/or Mexico and 
minimizes wholesale rebandingminimizes wholesale rebanding

•• During any renegotiation of bilateral agreements with During any renegotiation of bilateral agreements with 
Canada and/or Mexico, bCanada and/or Mexico, border area licensees must be order area licensees must be 
permitted to continue to use current channel permitted to continue to use current channel 
assignments, including channel assignments secured assignments, including channel assignments secured 
through waiverthrough waiver


